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Camp Turner, the Diocese of 
Buffalo’s summer camp for boys and 
girls ages 7-16, is approaching its 92nd 
summer. Throughout this time, camp 
has moved sites, been developed and 
enhanced, added activities, evolved 
new programs, seen staff move on to do 
great things in their communities, and 
welcomed lifelong campers as the next 
generation of staff.

There is one person who can testify 
firsthand to both the many changes 
and the constancy of its mission over 
the years. That person is Father John 
Kwiecien, currently serving at Most 
Precious Blood Parish in Angola. Out of 
92 summers, Father Kwiecien is about 
to embark on his 50th.    

Father Kwiecien began his career 
at Camp Turner while he was still in 
the minor seminary as the assistant 
nature counselor, learning from those 
before him and teaching those who 
came after. That program still bears his 
mark.  Father Kwiecien is best known 
for the musical talent that he brings 
to ministry, enhancing the liturgies, 
campfires, and mealtimes with both 
stringed instruments and voice. 

Anybody out there still gets 
tugs on their heartstrings when 
they hear “A-soulin” at Christmas 

time. Many remember his seminal 
role as St. Nicholas each summer 
during Christmas in July.  Still others 
remember his role in the wilderness 
canoe trips down the Allegany 
Reservoir. 
    For the last 13 summers, Father 
Kwiecien has had a special function in 
guiding the mission of Camp Turner 
as its chaplain. He is a special adviser 
to both administration and staff.  From 

as long as anyone can remember the 
mission of Camp Turner has remained 
the same: “Honor God in the children 
confided to your care.”  

These words have been the 
marching orders for staff and alumni 
for generations.  Father Kwiecien 
supports the camp in living these 
words each summer. Staff who help 
campers discover the presence of God 
in themselves, in each other, in the staff, 

and in all of God’s marvelous creation, 
is perhaps the best example of how the 
mission of Camp Turner is lived.

The entire Camp Turner family 
of campers, camper parents, staff 
and alumni would like to express its 
appreciation for Father Kwiecien’s 
50 years of service to the camp. He 
continues to honor God in his care for 
those at the camp and with his service 
to camp.

There is still space to sign up your 
camper for a 2015 camping session.  
All activity areas will be returning for 
2015 including camper favorites like 
horseback riding, archery, arts & crafts, 
games-in-the-woods, and the low-ropes 
course.  New activities have been added 
recently, like four square, pickle ball, 
wood shop, and and 9-square-in-the-
air.

Alumni and friends are invited 
to stop by camp this summer to 
congratulate Father Kwiecien on 50 
years of service to Camp Turner. 

Call Executive Director John Mann 
at 716-354-4555 in advance to arrange a 
visit, or email CampTurner@gmail.com. 
Families interested in sending campers 
to summer camp this summer can find 
more information at www.CampTurner.
com or by calling 716-354-4555.  

Father John 
Kwiecien 
blesses cross 
necklaces 
for the staff 
as part of a 
commissioning 
Mass at Camp 
Turner.

Courtesy of

Camp Turner
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Camp Turner campers and staff benefit from 50 years of priest’s service
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Immaculata Academy presents Adventure Camp
The Druminar team 
activity is a popular 
part of Adventure 
Camp at Immaculata  
Academy.

Courtesy of 
Immaculata Academy

See St. Vincent de Paul page 36
from page 32

summer camp
St. Vincent de Paul                   
residential                

boys 
& girls 
ages 
8-13

open  house
May 17th and 
June 6th & 7th

for application & information
call 716-882-3360

ext. 7

www.svdpwny.org

Arts & Crafts
Beach Swimming

Heated Pool
Nature • Athletics

Bible • Singing

Five consecutive 
1-week sessions 
starting July 12

(Financial assistance
available for those

who qualify)

ANNUAL CHICKEN BARBEQUE
Sunday, June 14, 2015

$9 per dinner • 1pm until sold out! 
Mass at noon • Raffle & split club chances

The Campgrounds
8462 Old Lake Shore Rd., Angola

Noon - 5pm

Call 
882-3360 

by 
May 29
Tickets 
Limited!

It’s Your Summer -
Explore It!
_____________________________

IMMACULATA ACADEMY
5138 SOUTH PARK AVENUE
HAMBURG, NY 14075
www.ImmaculataAcademy.com

Sports camps also available!

St. FranciS HigH ScHool 
SUMMER 

BASKETBALL CAMP 
for boys entering 

6th, 7th or 8th grade 
in the fall of 2015. 

Learn skills and drills 
from St. Francis Coaches.  

only $78 
July 27tH-31St 

9am -noon
Visit us at stfrancishigh.org 

to register online. 
Call 716-627-1200 x 455 
for more information.

BASKETBALL

HAMBURG — Discover what’s 
hot with STEAM! Choose from 
activities like exciting science 
experiments, problem solving and 
math games, creative art projects, 
fun with frosting, acting and more 
at Immaculata Academy’s Adventure 
Camp.

Pick three topics for the morning 
sessions, and enjoy a special speaker 
each day. Participants will interact 
with animals from around the world 
when Nickel City Reptiles visits. 
Druminar will have those attending 
rocking to a new beat. 

This unique team-building 
activity allows each camper to use 
a drum or percussion instrument. 
There will be musicians from the 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
going through a fun sequence of 
group play.

There’s more to do in the 
afternoon. Fit Camp is loaded with 
activities including various backyard 
games, field day activities and 
opportunities to learn new sports. If 

preferred, participants can choose to 
take the High School Placement Test 
Review Class. 

This option is open to seventh- and 
eighth-graders during the afternoon 
session. The class will help prepare for 
the high school admissions process 
and includes sessions that cover 
vocabulary, writing and math review.

Summer sports camps, including 

volleyball, basketball and cross 
country are also available. Success in 
the fall begins with what is done in the 
summer. All campers will receive a 
camp gift. 

Camp runs from July 13-17, from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and costs $150.

For more information visit 
Immaculata Academy.com or call 716-
649-6161.  
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St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute 
is sponsoring a four-week readiness 
and recreation program, Collegiate 
Summer!, designed exclusively for 
boys entering their eighth-grade 
year. By participating in Collegiate 
Summer!, eighth-graders get a chance 
to experience St. Joe’s, the premier 
college-prep school for young men in 
Western New York, and develop skills 
that will be useful as they prepare for 
high school. The program runs June 
29 - July 24, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each 
day.

Numerous studies have 
documented what educators call 
summer slide. Collegiate Summer! 
keeps students’ minds engaged with 
morning classes including reading, 
writing, mathematics, science, 
critical thinking and technology. 
Guest speakers in fields like sports 
marketing, newscasting, law 
enforcement and medicine are invited 
to speak to the students about careers, 
personal motivation and academic 
success.

In the afternoon, students will 
have opportunities to participate in 
group recreational activities using the 

outstanding facilities on the St. Joe’s 
campus, including the new Robert 
T. Scott, AFSC Athletic Complex. A 
variety of activities will be offered 
each day, including sports, such as 
basketball, bowling, soccer, street 
hockey and volleyball; non-athletic 
offerings include digital arts, movies, 
improvisational games and video 
games. 

In the second, third and fourth 
weeks of the program, students may 
join in optional field trips to a variety 
of attractions. Past field trips have 
included Darien Lake Theme Park, 
Maid of the Mist and Cave of the 
Winds at Niagara Falls, Adventure 
Speedway, Adventure Landing and 
others. Field trips will be on Fridays 
and require an additional charge. 
There is no regular program on field 
trip days. Students may attend as 
many, or as few, field trips as they 
wish. 

The cost of the program is $450 with 
additional fees required for field trips. 
Registration information is available 
at www.sjci.com or by calling Peter 
Kennedy, director of admissions, at 716-
874-4953.

@SUMMER
      st. joe’s

 

  

COLLEGIATE SUMMER!
Complete with academics, sports, 

field trips and games, this 
exciting four-week program 

gives young men the chance to 
prepare for high school - and have 

some fun!   

June 29 - July 24
for boys entering 8th grade

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
Learn to play the St. Joe’s way as 
our award-winning coaches 
elevate your son’s game. Week-
long camps for a variety of ages 
are available in: 
Baseball • Basketball • Football 
Hockey • Lacrosse • Soccer
Volleyball • Wrestling

CALL 716.874.4953 or visit sjci.com for more information!

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
845 kenmore avenue   buffalo, ny   716.874.4953

<<
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St. Joe’s sponsors readiness, 
recreation program

Those attending last year’s camp at St. Joseph’s Collegiate ride on the Maid of 
the Mist.

Courtesy of St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute



42 Western New York Catholic� May 2015CAMPS!

Activities
•	Horseback	Riding
•	Archery
•	Nature
•	Arts	&	Crafts
•	Low	Ropes
•	Sports
•	Creek	walking
•	Hiking
•	Daily	prayer
•	Campfires
•	Awards	clubs

Each theme week has its own
special clubs.

Sessions:	Sunday	-	Friday
All	Summer

Honoring God in the children confided to our care since 1923

716-354-4555	
www.CampTurner.com 

Email	CampTurner@gmail.com

Camp	Turner
Overnight	camping	for	boys	and	girls
in	a	Catholic	Environment	located	in	Allegany	State	Park

75 minutes South of Hamburg, NY

 

for kids in grades 5 - 8 

Visit www.cardinalohara.com for details & to register 
39 O’Hara Road, Tonawanda, N Y  14150  *  716-695-2600 

Envision   *   Explore   *   Experience Academic Enrichment 
Baseball 

Basketball 
Broadway Drama 

Cheerleading 
Creative Writing 

FREE Football Camp 
Soccer 

 

ST. FRANCIS HIGH SCHOOL
ATHOL SPRINGS, NY

(ROUTE 5- HAMBURG, NY)

Summer Enrichment
Program 2015

For boys entering 6th-8th grades
Academics, Athletics & more

July 6-10, July 13-17 & July 20-24
For more info call

Nick Grew (716) 627-1200 x432
Visit our website www.stfrancishigh.org

Mount St. Mary Academy 
offers variety of camps

KENMORE — Mount St. Mary 
Academy will offer a theater day 
camp for girls entering grades five 
through eight July 27-31, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The camp will offer 
an opportunity to learn about 
theater and build acting skills.

The camp is run by Second 
Generation Theatre co-founder 
and MSM’s theater/dance teacher, 
Kelly Jakiel Copps. Campers will 
participate in singing, dancing 
and acting activities, as well as 
meet with other area professional 
performers. The registration fee of 
$80 includes a camp T-shirt.

Mount St. Mary Academy will 
present Summer Sessions 2015 for 
girls entering grades five through 
eight from Aug. 3 to 7, from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The program will include 
a combination of athletic, arts and 
educational sessions.

The camp offers two morning 

sessions and two afternoon sessions 
where students participate in 
classes geared toward hands-on 
learning and active play. Morning 
classes include STEAM, journalism, 
cupcake baking, acting, dance and 
more. Afternoon sessions include 
dodgeball, cooking, singing, 
archaeology, digital photography, 
babysitting and more. The camp 
costs $195 per child and includes a 
T-shirt and all necessary supplies 
and materials for each of the 
sessions.

Mount St. Mary will also present 
separate summer sports camps. 
A basketball day camp for girls 
entering grades five through eight 
will take place July 7-9, from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the school. The 
camp will give assistance and skill 
development to take students to 
their next level of play.

See Camp offerings page 43
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Canisius High School’s 

Higher Achievement Program

www.canisiushigh.org/hap

HAP is a five-week, full-day summer camp designed for boys who have 
completed 7th grade. It includes academics, fitness, esteem-building 
activities, and field trips. Grants are available to qualified families.  
Call (716) 882-0466 and register by May 8 to secure a spot! 

Where summer memories 
HAPPEN!
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for HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
      at VILLA MARIA COLLEGE

1 week camp / 4 days per week

CHOOSE FROM

FUN, EDUCATIONAL
camp sessions at Villa: 

Animation

Color Your World:  
Interior Design

Digital Art & Illustration

Intro to Fashion 
Designing 

Mixed Media

Recording Studio 

Poetry 

Sport Management

240 PINE RIDGE ROAD   |   BUFFALO, NY 14225   |   716.961.1815   |  VILLA.EDU

CBRONISZEWSKI@VILLA.EDU   |   716-961-1815 
to learn more or contact Connie Broniszewski:

VISIT VILLA.EDU/SUMMER-CAMPS

Summer camps are available at  
the following local private schools. 

• Sacred Heart Academy
• Canisius High School
• St. Francis High School
• Immaculata Academy
•  St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute
• Mount Mercy Academy 
• St. Mary’s High School
•  Niagara Catholic High School
•  Cardinal O’Hara High School
•  Bishop Timon-St. Jude High School
• Mount St. Mary Academy
• Nardin Academy 

Contact the one you’re interested  
in for dates and program details.

Find a Summer Camp

Your Kid
Will Love At
Western New York  

Catholic High Schools

Discover the Difference.

WNM120-CSC Summer Camp Ad.indd   1 4/15/15   9:45 AM

Camp offerings include running and journalism
From page 42

Campers will participate 
daily in fundamentals, footwork 
routines, agility drills and skills 
development.  Campers will be 
divided into teams, based on 
talent, for a weeklong basketball 
tournament. The camp will include 
daily competitions for both teams 
and individuals. The camp is 
run by Mount St. Mary Thunder 
Coach Michael McCarthy, with 
the assistance of current players 
and recent graduates. Players of all 
experience levels are welcome. The 
registration fee of $80 includes a 
camp T-shirt.

A lacrosse day camp for girls 
entering grades five through eight 
will take place July 27-31, from 
9 a.m. to noon. Campers of any 
skill level are welcome and will be 
introduced to the fundamentals of 
the game. Campers will work with 
past players and MSM’s coaching 
team to strengthen individual 

skills.  The registration fee of $80 
includes a camp T-shirt.

 Mount St. Mary will offer 
a Journalism Camp, taught by 
freelance writer Tim O’Shei, from 
July 13 to 17., from 9 a.m. to 
noon. The camp, for girls entering 
grades five through eight, will 
offer an opportunity to learn 
about journalism techniques, as 
well as participate in on-camera 
interviews, photography, behind-
the-scenes editing and more. The 
registration fee of $80 includes a 
camp T-shirt.

Mount St. Mary Academy will 
offer a running day camp for girls 
entering grades five through eight.  
The program, held from July 13-
17 from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the 
school, will give assistance and skill 
development to take students to 
their next level of play. The camp 
is run by Mount St. Mary Thunder 
Coach Danielle Burns-Heim, with 
the assistance of her cross country 

team, the 2013 Msgr. Martin 
League champions. Campers of 
any skill level are welcome and 
will be introduced to strategies for 
distance running. The registration 
fee of $80 includes a camp T-shirt.

For more information download 
a brochure from the school’s website 
at www.msmacademy.org or call 
Mount St. Mary Academy at 716-
877-1358.

A fun summer camp 
with something for 
every girl

register today!
visit: www.mtmercy.org/campmercy 

call or text: (716) 909-2586

mercy
Camp
at Mount Mercy acadeMy

JULY 6-10
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To learn more about Niagara University’s
summer camps and programs

www.niagara.edu/summer • 716.285.1212

Youth Soccer Camps

Boys and Girls
Basketball Camps

Youth Baseball Camp

Kids ’n Arts Summer Art  
and Theatre Experience 

at the Castellani Art Museum

Niagara University’s 
College of Education STEM Camps

Kiernan Recreation Center
Summer Youth Camp
with Weekly Themes

Niagara University
Summer Academy
Earn three college credits


