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C H U R C H  N E W S

10% Off*
Any Service

*Offer valid only at time of inspection and 
may not be combined with other offers.

716-249-4144
info@highlanderwaterproofing.com

www.highlanderwaterproofing.com 

Over 25 years of experience

Wet Basement? 
Foundation Cracks?

Contact us today to schedule your FREE, no cost 
or obligation, basement or crawl space evaluation.

Proudly serving Western New York & Surrounding Areas!

o Free Inspection   o Lifetime Warranties
o 24-Hour Emergency Services Available
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SKILLED NURSING FACILITY

10570 Bergtold Rd. • Clarence, NY 14031
(716) 759-6985 • brothersofmercy.org

W E l l N E S S  C a M p U S

REMEMBER...When discharged from the hospital, YOU HAVE
A CHOICE to be admitted to the skilled nursing facility you prefer. Select
the 5-Star Rated and U.S. News Best Nursing Home designated Brothers of
Mercy.  With the LOWEST PRIVATE PAY RATE in the area, we accept all
insurance including Medicaid. This means you will receive 5-Star care
at an affordable price!

A veteran educator with a wealth 
of school administration experience 
has been appointed superintendent 
of schools for the Catholic Diocese of 
Buffalo. 

Michael C. LaFever, Ed.D, 
president of St. Benedict School 
in Eggertsville, assumed the 
leadership of Catholic Schools in the 
diocese effective June 29, upon the 
retirement of Sister Carol Cimino, 
SSJ.

“I am confident that Mike brings 
with him the skills, values and 
experience necessary to take on this 
critical leadership role within the 
Diocese of Buffalo,” said Bishop 
Richard J. Malone. “He understands 
the importance of strengthening 
the Catholic identity of our schools 
while ensuring that our students 
are well educated, technologically 
adept, and compassionate members 
of our communities. In addition, he 
is committed to accessibility and the 
sustainability of our schools. Mike 
has a wealth of experience in a variety 
of educational settings which I know 
will serve him very well as he seeks to 
build upon the excellent work of his 
predecessor, Sister Carol Cimino.” 

Since becoming principal/
president of St. Benedict School 
in 2015, LaFever has been a 
driving force in growing student 
enrollment by more than 50 percent 
at the Eggertsville school. LaFever 
spent the previous eight years at 
Trocaire College in South Buffalo 
as dean of program development 
and enrollment management, and 
later as administrative officer for 
administration and auxiliary services. 

Prior to his service at Trocaire, 
he was superintendent of schools 
for two public districts: South 
Country Central School District in 
East Patchogue and Ellicottville 
Central Schools. He was director 
of curriculum, instruction & staff 
development for the Tonawanda 
City School District, director of tech 
prep for Niagara County Community 
College, and an adjunct faculty 
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member at Buffalo State College. 
“I am excited to be able to serve 

the schools of our diocese and to 
continue the positive direction that 
Sister Carol has worked so hard to 
create over the last five years as our 
educational leader,” said LaFever. 
“The Catholic Schools of the Diocese 
of Buffalo are centers of excellence 
in both teaching and learning and I 
will do all that I can to support this 
mission.”

LaFever was also an elementary 
school principal in the Elba Central 
School District and New Hartford 
Central Schools, and an elementary 
school teacher in the Olean City 
School District. He is a member of 
St. Christopher Parish in Tonawanda 
and a member of the Bishop’s 
Council of the Laity. He was born in 
Olean and earned his educational 
doctorate in organizational 
leadership from the State University 
of New York at Buffalo; a master’s in 
educational administration from St. 
Bonaventure University, and both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
elementary education from Buffalo 
State College. 

Sister Carol is retiring after five 
years as superintendent of the 34 
diocesan elementary schools. In that 
time, the STREAM program has 
become a model for other Catholic 
school districts around the country. 

Dr. Michael C. LaFever


