
           DIOCESE OF BUFFALO 
           DISABILITIES ACTION TEAM 
 

HOW ACCESSIIBLE ARE OUR PARISH BUIDLINGS? 
Jesus stopped along His journey and ministered to people with disabilities and sought them out 
when they could not come to him.   More than 51 million people in the United States have a 
disability.  Catholics with disabilities need to be able to contribute and enjoy the support of our 
church. We hope you will utilize the following survey to determine how readily a person with a 
physical disability could participate in your parish activities. 
 
PARKING SPACES 
Yes      No  1.   Are there accessible parking spaces close to the building? 
Yes      No  2.   Is there an adequate number of parking spaces to accommodate 
         those in need? 
Yes      No  3.   Are the spaces clearly marked by the International Wheelchair  
        emblem? 
Yes      No  4.   Are the parking spaces 12 1/2 feet wide? 
Yes      No  5.   Is the area from the parking space paved? 
Yes      No              6.   Is there a curb-cut from the parking spaces to the walkway? 
Yes      No  7.   Is it possible to get from a parked car to the inside of the building    
         without going up or down a step or steps? 
 
ENTRANCES AND EXITS 
Yes No   1.   Is at least one primary entrance to each building usable by   
         individuals in  wheelchairs? 
 
WALKWAYS 
Yes      No  1.    Are walkways at least 48 inches wide? 
Yes      No  2.    Is the slope of walkways 5 percent or less? 
Yes      No  3.    Are walkways continuing common surfaces, uninterrupted by steps? 
Yes      No  4.    Do walkways have level 5 by 5 foot platforms at the doors that  
          extend at least one foot beyond each side of the doors? 
 
RAMPS 
Yes      No  1.    Do ramps have a slope no greater than a 1 foot rise in 12 feet and a  
          width of at least 36 inches? 
Yes      No  2.    Do ramps have handrails on both sides, 32 inches above the    
          surface? 
Yes      No  3.    Do handrails extend one foot beyond the tops and bottoms of the        
          ramps? 
Yes      No  4.    Do ramps have non-slip surfaces? 
Yes     No  5.    Do ramps have level platforms in front of doors that allow at least 5  
          feet of straight clearance? 

 
DOORS 
Yes      No  1.    Do doors have clear openings of 32 inches or more? 
Yes      No  2.    Are doors operable with pressure (81 lbs. or less) that could be  
          reasonably  

       expected from a disabled or frail person? 
Yes      No  3.    Do doors with latch hardware have levers or other easy-grip   
          handles? 
Yes      No  4.    Is the maximum threshold for doorsills no more than 2 inch for  
          interior door and 3/4 inch for exterior doors? 
Yes      No                      5.    Is there a switch plate that opens the door? 
 
REST ROOMS 



Yes      No  1.    Is there at least one accessible rest room on each floor? 
Yes      No  2.    Does the entry door have at least a 32 inch clear opening? 
Yes      No  3.    Do rest rooms have 5 by 5 foot turning space? 
Yes      No  4.    Is there at least one stall that is 36 inches wide with 48 inch clear  
          depth for door closing to the front of the commode? 
Yes      No  5.    Does the stall have a 32 inch wide door that swings out? 
Yes      No  6.    Does the stall have grab bars on each side? 
Yes      No  7.    Is there a wall-mounted sink with 29 inch clearance from the floor to  
          the bottom of the sink? 
Yes      No  8.    Are drainpipes and hot water pipes covered or insulated? 
Yes      No  9.    Are faucet controls easy to operate? 
Yes      No  10.  Are towel dispensers mounted no higher than 40 inches from the  
          floor? 
 
 
MULTISTORY BUILDINGS 
Yes      No  1.   Is there an elevator to all levels of the building? 
Yes      No  2.   Does the elevator door opening have a width of at least 36 inches? 
Yes      No  3.   Is the elevator cab at least 54 inches by 68 inches? 
Yes      No  4.   Are elevator controls 54 inches or less from the floor? 
Yes      No  5.   Do stairs have handrails on both sides? 
 
WATER FOUNTAINS  
Yes      No  1.   Is at least one fountain on each floor accessible to people in   
                     wheelchairs? 
Yes      No  2.   Is the fountain basin no higher than 30 - 36 inches from the floor? 
Yes      No  3.   Are fountains operated easily by hand? 
 


