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Today’s Objectives:

We will:
• Share reasons for testing
• Generate a list of different ways 

to assess
• Learn how to navigate dataview
• Engage in meaningful data-

driven instruction discussions



Let’s Start at the Beginning!

Table Talk:

ØWhy am I testing?
ØWhat kinds of tests do I give?

Choose one question for your 
group and please write your 
thoughts on the chart paper.



Gallery Walk

Take 10 minutes – walk around the 
room and read the ideas that are 
posted.  Use a marker to add one 
entry to each chart.
I will summarize the charts and 
e-mail them to your principals.



Pre-assessment

• Give examples
• List facts
• Calculate
• Locate
• Identify
• Label
• Draw

• Compare
• Perform
• Make real-world 

connections
• Classroom discussion
• Survey



Checklist for CR Questions

q I read the problem and 
directions.

q I underlined what the 
problem was asking me to 
do.

q I determined what was 
known/unknown and drew 
a diagram if it was 
appropriate.

q I thought about possible 
problem-solving strategies 
before I started working.

q I showed my work.
q I wrote neatly.
q I checked that I answered all 

parts of the problem.
q I proofread my work and 

revised if needed.
q I checked my solution to 

make sure it was 
reasonable.

Tools for Thoughtful 
Assessment p. 49



Check for Understanding

While Presenting New 
Information:

• Because…
• Speedy Feedback
• Stop – slow - go

After Presenting New 
Information:

• 3 – 2 – 1
• Clear / Cloudy
• MVP



Questions to Ask:

• What do I know about my students’ 
readiness?

• What thinking skills will they need to  
demonstrate?

• How will I know if they are making progress?
• What are the standards-based performances 

students must demonstrate proficiency on 
and what do I do if they don’t reach that level 
of proficiency?



Carol Ann Tomlinson said:

“Plan instruction around content requirements 
and student needs.
There is little point in spending time on 
formative assessment unless it leads to 
modification of teaching and learning plans. …
Formative assessment is a means to design 
instruction that’s a better fit for student needs, 
not an end in itself.”
“The Bridge Between Today’s Lesson and Tomorrow’s”  Educational Leadership March 2014, p. 14



Data should be:

ØAccurate

ØMeaningful to multiple stakeholders

ØSupportive of learning by pointing towards 

next steps

ØImmediately available



https://dataview.wnyric.org

And now – enter the data ware housel!
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Hint: Go to Details View to get the 
description of what is in each folder.
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Common Data Views Folder has these 
reports:



With Tomlinson’s words in mind,

let’s look at some data!
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Videos

Show Me the Numbers
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04Bqq--aAdY
How Data Help Teachers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgrfiPvwDBw



Print Resources

• Educational Leadership March 2014
• Gregory, Gayle. Data Driven Differentiation in 

the Standards-Based Classroom, Corwin, 2014.
• Silver, Harvey. Tools for Thoughtful 

Assessment, Silver, Strong & Associates, 2012.
• White, Michael. Tap Dancing to Work, 

Educational Consulting Services, 2013.



Web Resources

• www.readingrockets.org
• www.readinga-z.com/assessments
• http://www.nwea.org/blog/2014/making

-assessment-data-actionable-focus-
teachers/



Web Resources

• http://www.nwea.org/blog/2013/22-easy-
formative-assessment-techniques-for-
measuring-student-learning/

• http://quizlet.com/ (Flash Cards)
• http://www.factmonster.com/math/flashcards

.html



Formative Assessment Resources

• http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofF
ormativeAssessment.html

• http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/da-
form-asmt-chart.pdf

• http://www.levy.k12.fl.us/instruction/Instructi
onal_Tools/60FormativeAssessment.pdf

• http://www.littlehoop.edu/content/images/D
ocuments/assessment/form_assess_strat.pdf


