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Learning Logs Protocol
Purpose

Learning logs are journals in which students record their thoughts, observations, feelings, and questions that relate to what they are learning in the content area classroom or in reading material.

There are many different names for this instructional practice and many variations. One use of learning logs is to tap into background knowledge before reading a piece of text. Another is to provide opportunities for actively reviewing material. Learning logs can also be used as a part of a K-W-L, before beginning a research project. 
Procedure

1. For approximately five minutes, each student writes as quickly as possible all the information he or she knows about the topic. At the end of the specified time, the student draws a line across the page to indicate the end of the individual writing.
2. Students move into groups of 3 or 4. Each student reads his/or her items relating to the topic. Group members listen carefully and check-off each piece of information they already have in their journal. If an item is mentioned that they do not already have listed, they add that item below the line they have drawn. All group members share until each person in the group has a collection of all the different ideas contributed by the group. Students are encouraged to jot notes and questions that they may have. 

Note: If a question about the topic arises, the group should bring the question before the whole class during the next phase of this procedure

3. When all members in the group have shared the individual writing, another line is drawn across the page to indicate the end of the group sharing.
4. Each group appoints a member to report both his/her individual writing, as well as notes from the group sharing to the rest of the class.

5. Each group reporter shares the individual and group information. The rest of the students listen for new information that their groups did not discuss. Each individual takes notes on the new information and adds it to his/her paper. The group reporter also presents any questions that the group could not answer. Questions are listed and either discussed by the class at that time or put on a list to be discussed after all groups have reported.
Note: It is important that every reporter reads both the individual and group information, even though repetition of information occurs. Through this repetition, learning is reinforced.

6. After all group reporters have presented, a number of options are available: 

· Each student might reread all of the information on his/her sheet of paper. Then, each student might write a sentence or a paragraph summary of what he/she feels is the most important information on the topic.

· Teams might go on a scavenger hunt in the classroom to search pre-gathered materials relating to the topic or expedition. The goal might be to answer some of the questions or to add a specified number of additional pieces of new information to the class list. 

· The information could be sorted into a K-W-L chart (What do we Know? What do we Want to know? What have we Learned?). This chart could be used throughout the study of the topic as a reference point, to add new questions, and to develop answers to initial questions. 
· More possibilities? 

7. Using this process to record in journals may be used to introduce a topic, to scaffold to a short piece of text or an experiment, or even to summarize what has been learned as review for a formal test.
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