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Word Walls

A word wall in your classroom is a powerful instructional tool to strengthen content vocabulary. A word wall is an organized collection of words displayed on a wall or other space in the classroom. Display the word wall where both you and students can see and use it. It can be part of the main word wall in the classroom or displayed separately in the science center. 

Word walls have been extensively used for spelling and reading vocabulary, but word walls can also provide a place for students to review and learn important content words.  Though there are no set rules for word walls, we recommend that the words be written on large index cards, strips of paper, or tag board so that they can be used for activities throughout a series of lessons. We also recommend that not many words be put up on the wall at one time. During class, teachers can use the word wall to review and make connections for students.

A word wall will support student learning if both teacher and students are actively engaged in using it. A “just putting a word on the wall” approach does not aid student learning.

If at all possible, place a photograph or a clear plastic bag with the object inside next to the words on the word wall. This allows your students, particularly your English Language Learners, another connection to the word.

Creating the Word Wall
Procedure

1. Use index cards or strips of cardstock that are large enough to be read easily from a distance.

2. Have students neatly print vocabulary words onto the card. You may encourage students to create illustrations for each word. It is important that each word is defined.

3. Designate a spot in the classroom for the word wall and reserve a spot for new vocabulary words.

Some Word Wall Activities

· Categorize and Classify:  Have students classify the terms.
· Compare and Contrast:  Create categories to compare and contrast.

· Concept Map:  Use the words to create a concept map.

· Conceptual Model:  Use the words to construct a conceptual model that represents student thinking and/or scientific phenomenon.

· Create descriptions:  Use the words to describe concepts.

· Challenge the students to use all of the words on a short answer quiz.

· Label Diagrams:  Use the words on the wall to label student diagrams and illustrations.
Adapted from “Incorporating Literacy to Increase Conceptual Understanding”
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