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Determining Importance Strategies

Where to find important information
· Text features often highlight importance

· Document Level: Intro, Conclusion, look for repetition of ideas

· Paragraph Level: Topic sentence (early in the paragraph); concluding sentence

Strategies to find important information
Annotation

· Annotate topics of each paragraph in the margin

· Turn topics into questions (What was the evidence for…what happened when…what was the impact of…)

· Read for details that answer the questions

· Use recording forms that push students to align topics with details and explanations.  Collect and assess these!  Have students peer-assess these!

· Use a fun information race to check student progress and find information!

Outlining

· Turn titles, headings and sub-headings into questions

· Read/scan document to answer the questions formed from titles, etc.

Supporting Determining Importance Across the Content Areas

· ELA teachers present consistent tools and strategies to the team (rubrics, outlining guides, etc.)
· Team agrees on areas for consistency
· ELA launches a strategy or tool
· Other content areas find or create opportunities to use that strategy or tool in their subsequent lessons
· The whole team checks in on progress, looks at student work and makes adjustments to tools or strategies and common plans
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