[image: image1.jpg]]ﬁ
|
_d

EXPEDITIONARY
| EARNING





Aligning Learning Targets with Share and Debrief Questions
A Learning Target is the intended LEARNING or assessable outcome of the lesson (not the intended activity).
A Share is when students share examples of work that meets the target (thus honoring student thinking and effort).

A Debrief is the opportunity to go deeper with a learning target, while keeping the big picture in mind. Debrief provides students with an opportunity to generalize and to think about the transference of skills and concepts to other settings.

Description of DEBRIEF

	What it is....
	What it’s not…

	· Reflection on the learning target 
· Time to focus on takeaways, what was essential, and the big picture
· Assessment FOR learning to guide future instruction related to this target
	· A chance to share work in front of the crew audience (e.g., Author’s Chair)
· Transition to the next action, time to clean-up
· Introduction of new material or previewing of next steps


Examples of Sharing and Debrief Questions tied to targets: 

Depending on your purpose, you might have a literacy target, a content target, or both. (You might have a character target, too.) In each example, notice how the target shifts the FOCUS of the lesson and what you would Share or Debrief. Note: These Share and Debrief questions are also perfect for conferring during independent work time.
Example #1

In today’s lesson, I want students to write paragraphs about bears….Your target should not be “I can write a paragraph about bears.” The purpose of your target is to identify what you are going to TEACH, and thus what you expect the kids to LEARN. You are focusing on a single aspect of what it takes to write an excellent paragraph.

Literacy Target (Content is embedded, but the focus is on LITERACY) 

Daily Learning Target: “I can organize the supporting details by order of importance in my paragraph about bears.”

Share: Students share their most (or least) important bear detail. Or, students share (using a word or two per idea) the order of importance they selected for each detail.
Debrief: “How did you decide which idea to put first?” “How did you decide which idea to put last?” “How did you select the order for your ideas?” 

Possible method for tracking student thinking: Anchor chart—Organization: Order of Importance
Literacy Target (Content is embedded, but the focus is on LITERACY) 

Daily Learning Target: “I can use descriptive words in my paragraph about bear.”

Share: Students share a sentence where they feel they have strong descriptive words.

Debrief: “What strategies did you use to select descriptive words?” “How do descriptive words help you as the audience (reader, listener) of this piece?” “Why is using descriptive words in your writing important?” 
Possible method for tracking student thinking: Anchor chart—Using Descriptive Words

Content Target (Literacy is embedded, but the focus is on CONTENT) 

Daily Learning Target: “I can describe how the physical characteristics of a bear help it to survive.”

Share: Students share a physical characteristic of a bear and one way that characteristic helps the bear to survive.
Debrief: “What can you tell about how an animal survives from its physical characteristics?” “Which characteristic of the bear do you think is most important for its survival?” “What other animals have similar characteristics to bears? Do they help them to survive in the same way?”
Possible method for tracking student thinking: Anchor chart—T-Chart: Physical Characteristics of Bears (& other omnivores). Possible content: How ____ helps them to survive…. (e.g., claws/kill prey). If an animal has ____ then it probably…(e.g., claws/eats meat).
Example #2

In today’s lesson, I want students to study pictures of Colorado miners…. Why doesn’t, “I can study pictures of Colorado Miners” work as a target? It lacks the specific content you want the kids to learn, the specific skills you want them to master, AND it’s not possible to assess “study.”

Literacy Target (Content is embedded, but the focus is on LITERACY) 

Daily Learning Target: “I can use clues from pictures and text together to make a logical inference about how miners collected gold.”
Share: Students share an inference that they made, referring to specific words or pictures to defend why it’s a logical inference.

Debrief: “How did using the words and the pictures together help you to make your inference?” “How did you know that your inference was logical?” “What strategies did you use to make your inference?”
Possible method for tracking student thinking: Anchor chart—Strategies for Making Inferences

Content Target (Literacy is embedded, but the focus is on CONTENT)

Daily Learning Target: “I can explain how miners collected gold by making inferences from pictures and text.”

Share: Students name or describe one tool that miners used to collect gold that they learned about through the picture or text.
Debrief: “How did the tools miners used make the work of collecting gold easier?” 
Possible method for tracking student thinking: Anchor Chart—Mining Methods; or T Chart—Tool/ How it made the work easier (which is what ALL tools are intended to do...). 

Character Target
Daily Target: Either of these lessons could have had a character target. Perhaps your character target was...“I cooperate”* or “Today this means I offer words of encouragement.”**
Share: “What words of encouragement did you hear people say?”

Debrief: “How did it feel to receive words of encouragement?” “How did it feel to give words of encouragement?” “Why is it important to give words of encouragement?” “What does giving words of encouragement have to do with cooperation?”

Possible method for tracking student thinking: Anchor Chart—Cooperation: Words of Encouragement. (In this case, you might include specific words from sharing as well as the WHYs behind them. This could become something to reference and build throughout the year—especially when you are doing group work.) 

*Personal choice: With character targets, you may choose to omit the stem “I can,” so long as you use an efficacy verb that makes the expectation clear.

** This character target comes directly from the RISE Community School observable character traits.   Thank you, RISE.
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