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Catholic Schools Week
January 31-February 5, 2010

This year's Catholic Schools Week
has the theme “Dividends for Life”,
which means that the effort we all put
into our education will benefit us all
through our life after we're done with
our school years.

Our Catholic Schools Week started
with a Mass and open house on Sun-
day, January 1. After Mass, everyone
came over to school to enjoy a Sub-
way lunch and visited our classrooms
so they could see some of the things
we’ve been working on in our classes.

On Monday, parents were able to
come to school to have lunch with
their student. We played Bingo after-
wards and won some “great” prizes.

Tuesday'’s activity was a concert
by Glenn Colton. Mr. Colton is a
singer and guitarist, and he performed
songs about building positive charac-
ter and also
about patri-
otism. Mr.
Coltonis a
great enter-
tainer and
his pro-
gram got
everybody
involved.

Mass on Wednesday was in
honor of St. Blaise; it is traditional on
that day to have our throats blessed,
since St. Blaise is a protector against
diseases of the throat. After lunch, all
students got together for a “Reading
Buddies” activity and worked on an
art project. It gave younger students a
chance to work with kids from the up-
per grades.

Friday was the First Friday for
February, so we celebrated Mass to-

gether at 11:00. The Mass was prepared

by Mrs. Fischer’s class.

Our last activity was our annual 7th
and 8th grade basketball game. Boys
and girls played alternating quarters
and the action was fast and furious
right to the end. The White team
seemed ready to run away with the
game until a furious 3rd quarter rally
by the Blue team girls took the lead
back. In the last quarter, the White
team fought back, and finally won the
game 48-43.

All'in all, it was a great week with
lots of fun for everyone.

Tongue Twister
By Faith Falkowski

“Coconut coco creamy and calm”

As you can see, Faith has given
us a very cool tongue twister to prac-
tice with our friends! If you have a
tongue twister or two which you
have made up, please write it on a
piece of paper, or an index card and
submit it to our paper. We invite
you to send in jokes and riddles too.
Just put them in the envelope outside
the seventh grade room.



The Blind Side: A Movie Review
By Peter Koziol, grade 6

The Blind Side is a great movie for
everyone. It is based on the book by Mi-
chael Lewis, and it is a true story. The main
actors include Sandra Bullock as Leigh
Anne Tuohy, Quinton Aaron as Michael
Oher, Jae Head as S.J. and country singer
Tim McGraw as Sean, the father.

The Blind Side is about a homeless
football player named Michael Oher and a
family who takes him into their house. It all
starts when a kid named S.J., short for Sean
Junior, tells his parents that an eighteen
year old boy has joined his fifth grade class.
One night, coming home from a restaurant,
S.J.’s parents ask him, “Who is that kid
wearing shorts and a t-shirt? It's below 20
degrees outside.” S.J. answered, “Those
are the shorts he always wears.”

Leigh Anne Tuohy let the boy sleep
at her house for the night. Soon she
adopted him and gave him his own room.
Michael said, “This is mine? | never had
one before.” Leigh Anne answered, “What?
A room to yourself?” Michael said, “No a
bed.”

This is the best movie | have ever

seen and | give it five stars. Itis rated PG-
13 for a scene when his friends try to get
him to use drugs, but he says no. Michael
Oher was recently drafted as a rookie from
Tennessee to play for the Baltimore Ravens.
He is number 74. If you are watching a Ra-
vens game on TV, look for Michael Oher.
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Small Town Big Business
By Arielle Ashton

In the mid 1940’s Charles
Pilon started a construction company un-
der the name of Charles Pilon; his com-
pany gradually grew into a greater suc-
cess, which was Pilon Construction Co.
Inc. With the help of his son, Fredrick
Pilon, they were able to have a very suc-
cessful but small business.

When Charles Pilon died in 1986,
Fredrick took over and made the com-
pany what it is today. Fredrick said “The
reason | became interested in construc-
tion was because | grew up around it and
started helping my father at a very young
age. My father also influenced me."The
things that were most important in start-
ing their business was to become incor-
porated, have financial plans. They also
had to have the money to bid on jobs and
pay employees.

Fredrick Pilon is currently employing
about eight people. There are three to
four laborers, a truck driver (this requires
a commercial driver’s license), a supervi-
sor, project manager, equipment opera-
tors and a secretary. Pilon is currently the
project manager, his son Kevin is the su-
pervisor and his wife Carol is the secre-
tary.

Pilon Construction generally works
for municipalities, installing water lines.
They have no project at this time , but
they have had many in the past. They
previously worked on the Town of

Albion Extension One, Water District Five,
where they installed eight inch PVC water
mains.

There are many different machines used on
each jobsite. Such as a loader; this is used
mainly to load materials onto a ten-wheel
dump truck. On the jobsite there are other uses.
The loader is used to take material to the exca-
vated area and cover pipes that were installed
by the company. The ten-wheel dump truck is
often used on jobsites to transport materials
from one place to another. The excavator is
used to excavate dirt from the ground which
will form the trench in which pipes can be laid.
Another machine that is used is the boring ma-
chine; this bores a tunnel underneath roads and
railroad tracks without disturbing the top.

Pipes can then be laid. Traffic lights can also
be used to replace flagmen on sites.

There are a few skills necessary to work in
construction. You must have experience in op-
erating machinery, and also have knowledge of
working with pipes , valves and hydrants. Pi-
lon said that the owner of a business like his
should know how to purchase materials and
equipment, secure bonds, hire employees, read
drawings ad communicate with employees.

There have been many changes over time,
such as purchasing additional equipment in
order to take on larger projects. Buildings have
also been built for storage. Pilon Construction
plans to increase their earnings and are hoping
that there will be more changes in the future
that are for the better of the company, when
Fredrick’s son Kevin takes over the family
business.
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